HISTORY & NATURE
Named for General Duncan Lamont Clinch, a
prominent figure of the Second Seminole War,
construction of Fort Clinch began in 1847. It is
one of a series of masonry forts constructed
between 1816 and 1867 known as the Third
System Fortifications. The fort was built at the
mouth of the St. Mary’s River to protect the
natural deep-water port of Fernandina— the
eastern link of Florida’s only cross-state railroad.
Never fully completed, the fort still served as
a military post during the Civil War, SpanishAmerican War and World War II.
Fort Clinch became one of the state’s first parks
in 1935. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
began restoring the buildings at the fort in
1936. In 1937 the CCC began building roads and
campgrounds. Today, visitors can tour the fort
and see how it may have looked in 1864 as it
was being built by Army Engineers.
Within this 2,178-acre park are several natural
communities. Maritime hammocks, with large
Spanish moss-draped live oaks, thrive here.
Coastal grasslands meet the hammocks and
stretch along the shore behind dunes on the
Atlantic Ocean and Cumberland Sound. Both
areas offer great wildlife viewing and are home
to gopher tortoises, deer, raccoons, bobcats
and numerous species of birds and reptiles.
Willow Pond Trail winds around a series of
freshwater ponds that offer prime habitat for
alligators and turtles. Egan’s Creek Marsh borders
the west boundary of the park, providing a
saltwater estuary for an abundance of marine
life. The salt marsh offers scenic vistas and
views of many species of wading birds while the
beaches provide a critical foraging and nesting
habitat for colonial shorebirds and sea turtles.

FORT CLINCH STATE PARK
2601 Atlantic Avenue
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
904-277-7274

PARK GUIDELINES
•

Hours are 8 a.m. until sunset, 365 days a year.

•

An entrance fee is required. A separate entrance
fee is required for the fort.

•

All plants, animals and park property are
protected. Collection, destruction or disturbance
is prohibited.

•

Pets are prohibited on beaches, building and
boardwalks.

•

Fishing, boating, swimming and fires are allowed
in designated areas only. A Florida fishing license
may be required.

•

Fireworks and hunting are prohibited in all Florida
state parks.

•

Become a volunteer. Visit FloridaStateParks.org/
volunteers for more information.

•

For camping information, contact Reserve
America at (800) 326-3521 or (866) I CAMP FL or
TDD (888) 433-0287 or visit
ReserveAmerica.com.

•

Florida’s state parks are committed to providing
accessible and reasonable accommodations to
all park facilities and programs. Should you need
assistance to enable your participation, please
contact the Ranger Station.

Visit us online at
FloridaStateParks.org
Follow us on social media
FloridaStateParks.org
#FLStateParks

FORT CLINCH
STATE PARK
A historic fort surrounded by
alluring beaches

